
Dear Mission Friends: 

A recent story from The Desert 
Sun, typical of hundreds of 
thousands of others, describes 
how a 16-year-old girl traveled 
for weeks on foot from 
southwestern Mexico to 
Mexicali and, within minutes 
after jumping over the fence to 
California, was arrested by 
border patrol agents and sent 
back to Mexicali. “She was 
fleeing poverty and crime in a 
mountainous region in the state 
of Guerrero.” Her plan, now-
thwarted, was to get work in 
California harvesting berries 
and send the money home to her 
destitute parents and siblings. 

Migrant youth are commonly 
given the huge responsibility of 
making it to the United States 
alone. And besides enduring the 
constant fear and loneliness of 
such a journey, they must also 
deal with the sense of rejection 
and failure when they are 
summarily turned back from 
reaching their hard-fought goal. 
In 2018, unaccompanied minors 
apprehended by the border 
patrol numbered 16,480 from 
Guatemala, 6,690 from southern 
Mexico, 6,350  from  Honduras, 

and 2,690 from El Salvador,  all 
fleeing extreme and entrenched 
poverty and its inevitable 
consequences of violence, 
gangs, and drug traffickers. 

As we mentioned in last 
month's newsletter, every day 
brings a throng of newcomers to 
Mexicali, the border city where 
we Dominican Friars minister. 
They come from the north, 
deposited at the border by patrol 
buses, having been forced from 
their homes or workplaces in 
the U.S. and arrested as 
undocumented migrants. And 
they come from the south, on 
foot or by buses or freight 
trains, having been forced to 
flee the perils and the poverty in 
southern Mexico or Central 
America, hoping to start a new 
life, possibly here in Mexicali.  

Regardless of which direction 
they come from, however, 
when   they   suddenly     find  

Immigrant M 

themselves wandering the 
streets of a strange city, they 
are filled with anxiety and defeat.  

Always among these daily 
arrivals, besides older 
youth traveling alone, are 
women with small children. 

The Tender 
Face of God 

Left, Honduran 
women hold their 
children along the 
border wall as they 
await apprehension 

after illegally crossing 
into the U.S. 

Below, Guatemalan 
migrants rest along 

railroad tracks 
during their journey 

to the border. 
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And with nowhere to go and no 
one to talk to—some of the 
deported children have lived in 
the U.S. so long that they speak 
only English—they are vulnerable 
to all sorts of dangers. 

Since 1989, Mexicali’s Albergue 
del Desierto (Hostel of the 
Desert) has been a welcoming 
oasis of refuge and relief for 
women and children finding 
themselves in such bleak and 
unsafe situations. At any hour of 
the day or night, they are greeted 
with meals, showers and clean 
clothes, toiletries and diapers, 
and beds with fresh sheets. 
Besides providing basic needs, 
the shelter offers activities for 
the children as well as any 
needed medical attention, 
psychological counseling, and 
legal advice. Staff members 
also help migrants reunite with 
their relatives in the U.S. or find 
temporary jobs enabling them to 
afford a safe return to their 
homes in the south. When they 
have no family members to 
connect with, the staff helps 
them build new lives in 
Mexicali by placing them with 
adoptive families, re-enrolling 
them in school, or finding them 
permanent jobs. 

The Albergue, founded and run 
by women, was not only the 
first hostel in Mexicali to focus 
on protecting women and 
children migrants—it was the 
first of its kind across the 
country. It is such a long-
standing, respected institution 
that oftentimes, whenever the 
U.S. authorities have caught and 
are about to deport a group of 
women  and  children to Mexicali,  

the Mexican consulate in 
California alerts the Albergue, 
who sends someone to meet 
them at the border and bring 
them to the shelter. And often 
when the authorities catch youth 
who are unaccompanied and 
turn them over to the Mexican 
child protective services, that 
agency too passes them on to 
the Albergue.  

Far left, 
unaccompanied 

siblings  
walk the tracks; 
left, Honduran 
migrants felt 
lucky to find 
room atop  

a freight train. 

Above, inner court of 
the Albergue del 

Desierto,  
dorms upstairs and 
kitchen and dining 
room downstairs.  

Left, a mother and 
sons enjoying  
a long-awaited  

“home-cooked meal.” 
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Today’s staff members include 
director Monica Oropeza 
Rodriquez, assistant director 
Irene Mesa Carranza, and 
kitchen crew Cristina Felix 
Moreno and Ana Sylvia 
Arevalo. They remain true to 
the original mission of the 
founder of the Albergue del 
Desierto, Blanca Villaseñor 
Roca, which included providing 
“an efficient and compassionate 
service” for the needs of women 
and youth deportees.  

But that was just the jumping 
off point. Villaseñor’s vision 
went beyond simply providing 
aid—while important and 
necessary in and of itself, she 
also saw it as a tool to energize 
her many volunteers to push the 
government for policy reform. 
Her hope was that once citizens 
become directly involved in 
treating the devastating 
symptoms of migration, they 
would join forces to change the 
old patterns and policies which, 
she believed, promote migration 
and poverty. She fostered having 
more direct relations with the 
migrant-exporting states, helping 
their citizens see the negative 
impact of migration on their 
economy and communities, and 
helping to create local jobs, all 
leading  to eradicating the need to 
migrate. 

Pope   Francis    applauds    such  
visionaries: “I encourage the 
contribution of so many women 
who work...in the areas of 
teaching the faith, pastoral work, 
and schooling, but also in social, 
cultural, and economic structures. 
You women know how to 
embody the tender face of God, 
his mercy, which is translated 
into a willingness to give time 
rather than to occupy space, to 
welcome rather than to exclude.  

“In this sense, I like to 
describe the feminine 
dimension of the Church as 
the welcoming womb which 
regenerates life.” (“Women’s 
Culture” 2/7/15) If you would be 
interested in contributing toward 
the needs of the Albergue del 
Desierto, please designate it on 
your envelope and I would be 
delighted to deliver it myself. 

In Christ's Peace, 
Fr.Martin de Porres Walsh, O,P. 

Top, Fr. Martin 
with Fernando, 
15, and Darwin, 

16, who had 
ridden north on 
the freight train 

alone; the clothing 
room; Cristina 

making breakfast 
for that day’s 

guests.  

Left, Monica and 
Irene in the office, 

deluged with 
bureaucratic 
paperwork.  
Bottom left,  

our former pastor 
Fr. Miguel 

Rolland, O.P. 
celebrating a 

participatory Mass 
for staff and 
volunteers. 
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Pope Francis, cont’d: I would like to call 
attention...to the plight of so many poor 
women, forced to live in dangerous 
conditions, exploited, relegated to the 
margins of society and rendered victims of 
a throwaway culture. (“Women’s Culture” 
2/7/15) Even so, we constantly witness 
among them impressive examples of daily 
heroism in defending and protecting their 
vulnerable families. (EVANGELII GAUDIUM 
“Concern for the Vulnerable” no. 212, 11/24/13) 

Upcoming Mission Appeals 
If you are in the area, please come and say hello to our director, 

Fr. Martin Walsh, O.P., who will be preaching (unless otherwise indicated) 
 at the weekend Masses as follows: 

  May 25-26:       St. Dominic in Benicia 
  June 8-9:    Our Lady of Refuge in Castroville 
  June 22-23:      St. Isidore the Farmer in Orange Cove 

  St. Frances Cabrini in Woodlake (Fr. James Moore, O.P.) 
  July 14:      Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles  (Fr. Michael Fones, O.P.) 
  July 21:       St. Anthony of Padua in San Francisco 
  July 27-28:        St. Anne in Las Vegas  NV 
  Aug. 3-4:     St. Helena in St. Helena 
  Aug. 10-11:     La Virgen de Guadalupe in Mesquite  NV 
  Aug. 24-25:     St. Joseph in Cotati 
  Aug 31-Sept. 1:  Holy Spirit in Los Angeles 
  Sept. 28-29:       St. Thomas More in Sandy UT 

PENDING: 

Holy Cross, Tulelake 
Our Lady of Victory, Compton 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Magna UT 
St. Pius X and St. Joseph, Moab UT 
Notre Dame de Lourdes and 
    Good Shepherd, Price UT 
St. Anthony of Padua, Helper UT 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, 
    Midvale UT 

Right, a Guatemalan mother, 
holding tight to her children and their belongings, 

crosses a stream into southern Mexico. 
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